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Ki*rs. 1 - 1 -".. 

I’m l*o 11 n win *» hit ext raids IVimi notes on observations made From lime (o lime, 
mainly in (In* iiol.l, <>illu*r hy myself or by others, |o whom tin 1 notes are aeknow- 
I edged. For assistance in connection with the |ihi»t<»^i*iiplis and drawings 1 am 
iiidrhlcd jo Messrs. II. M. Halo ami I*. (.'niton, of ihe Museum stall*. 


CHRLONI A. 


WATER TORTOISES, Chelodina mid Emydnra. 

Figs. 1 -:!. 

Karlonn, a l’oinl Maeloay unlive. was born at a period when his people had 
to limit and fish For I hemsel res; in the days when Rovernunmi rations were 
millionth! of. lie says that his Irihal naan 1 is Midleiitypery. the bong-necked 
Tortoise {('hdotl'nut lonrjiroUis Shaw', bestowed in allusion to his Feats in the 
wnler and his humify For catching '‘turtles" when a little hoy. ‘"‘Mullen'’ is 
the native name of the weed among which the rejilile lives. The tortoise is 
songlil hy wading, perhaps waist deep, and located hy si till 1 or groping with the 
hands; it does not eliiah on to logs, and sometimes Feeds on land as well as in 
Ihe water. II ran lurk its head and noek completely under the margin of the 
shell, and lays about twenty eggs in a hole scooped in the ground; the hole is 
made hy the reptile turning ilself round and round and ihmwing out the sand 
or earth with its Feet. The eggs are laid after the firsl rains in November or 
December, and the young appear in February or March. If is good to eat. 

The eggs laid by one Female measure .‘>1 x 20 mm., and live examples are 
shown in fig. 1 (natural size). 

lirspediug the Murray River Tortoise (Knujilurn w/iciirntrii ’Dray), Karlonn 
says Ids name lor Ibis species is “Ware." and lliat it cannot luck iis head and 
neck completdy under the shell, as can the Miilleiitypery. It climbs out of the 
water on to partially submerged logs, where ii may remain for considerable 
periods, bin il feeds only in the water. The tlcsli is not so good as flail of Ihe 
Miilleiitypery. and. if much is eaten, sores are produced on (lie body. 
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IvtirlOcuTs stn(r‘iiM*nl ;i.s 1o (In* sideways reir<iMion of ihe 1 u*n<I nml uerk. 
compute in (‘hclodhw t n h 1 pn rt i;i I in Enttjd miylil tilmosl be intern'd troin nit 
rximiinalion of I hr rcsperlive shells. In the funner (liu\ it is free Irom (lie 



|'ii, of ('Uchuhmi laupu'oJhs* X:it urn I size. 

altslelmiout of lilt* skill, ;ill romul 1 li<* Iron 1 niaiyrin. for nearly .in inch under the 
carapace in Ini-jiC ox;im 1>Iow. ami about half Unit span- above the plaslrnn. In 
Emythmt (fm, f>), though I'm 1 at tin- sides. the skin converges forward under 
l lie carapace. and in the middle is ailarlird just below tlie margin ol tin* nriiral 
and first marginal plates on each side, whence it contracts, and therelore leaves 
a wider space. In tin* plastron Ihe skin is attached close jo the edge of the shell 
all tin* way round. The eiieroaehmenl of Die skin, in this species, may therefore 
prevent the complete veiraelion of Ihe head and neck, an apparent disability 
not experienced by ChrlotUnu. 

I am told that though both tortoises are eaten by natives, Eniijdiini only is 
reli.slied bv Europeans, and at run 1 time, when the ehelouians were more plentiful 
in (lie vicinity of our towns than they are In-day. the Murray Tortoise was 
regularly caught and consigned to Adelaide, where it was sold to rest an ran Is and 
served as turtle soup. Eln (oiHini was, oil Ihe oilier hand, not utilized in any 
way. because “il stinks horribly." 
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legixla 1 urc of 1 his n ip 1 oilier SI,-lies placed a price on the tortoise, and pnul a 
sum for eiX'li unfortunate's head. The riihhif nclling almve mentioned proved 
;i eopper mine to certain nslnle fishermen, for, according to my informant (Mr. 
T, 1\ nellelininliers), ;ill lliev had 1o do was to walk alone- the fence mid derapi- 
l;de the already caught ehelouiatis, for each head of which Ihev were duly paid 
by an unsuspecting Government. 

II might lie though! that if any of our indigenous animals' are to survive 
1 he onslaught of introduced foes, such would be the rather shy and wrll-prolecled 
water tortoises. These reptiles do not nice I their foes in the water, nor are they 
attacked on I,and: the destruction is wrmighl on the eggs by 11ml arch enemy, 
the European fox. which dig's them out of their holes and destroys hatch 
after Italrli. 


LACKRTILIA. 


DTELLA, Peropits variegatus Dntneril and I’ibron. 

Fig. I. 

Tv pica I examples of /Vro/n/.s 1 iutvir<i<il its Clray and Ilch'i'PiioUi bhiiH'i Gray 
iire so distinct that one would seareely think it necessary to look twice 1o deter¬ 
mine (o which species a gecko might belong. Writing ol Ihe lizards ol Monte 
Hello Islands (off Western Australia), the late 1\ I). Montague says that il is 



p;,, 4 j.]n,, s junl votimr of rcrointx varirtjnlns, nhnlogmphoil on the <l:iy of cmergi'iice. 

Natural size. 


remarkable that on Hermite Island these two species hear a strong superficial 
resemblance to one another both in size and colouration. The loci is interesting, 
as tin 1 two species are found together on llm same ground, 1 hough II(hroitoht 
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nlihlins ils It mi I till I Ilf sand and PvrvyH* on I lie Inislirs alinvr. Il is nnl'orl nnale 
Ihjil, hoi U ill (In' | ox I (i i it I explanation id plates arenmpanying Mold ague's | »:i i *'■»*. 
an ill u^l 1 ‘til inn of /'trope.* writiiulus, as ovideneed liy I In* dilated lingers and 
inos and elawless inner dibits, is ascribed In lliitiuiinlii i’i. Tile Ii 1 <*i*»ir> r<'l***r 
euros in lliis artit'lc an 1 also inaurm't. Moiilague was killed in lho Great War, 
and doubtless <li«l nul son proofs of his |ia|nT. 

Till* at'fniii|taiiyiim illllslral inu, indilVereiil though il is. is published In 
show lilt 1 size ol’ lln* eggs and id' lln« \niui|', I ho photograph having' horn lakon 
ltd I lie da\ nil wliioli lliov emerged. As soon as lialnliod I ho young olios etilill d 
a sin ill lill lo Hi|iioak. Tlio eggs wore presented h,\ Air. Edwin Asliby. 


SHINGLE-BACK, Trachysaurtis rugosus liras. 

Figs. .*», (i. 

Also exiled S|<vpy Lizard ami siniiip lailfd Lizard, 'l’lii- replile is vi*r\ 
enmiooii in iho nia I lee districts, and varios areally in ihe relalive ainniinl and 
disposil inn ol' I lie lirnwn and yellow onlonral ion: some examples bring almo-i 
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Rjij, R, Two loHnsr* of 7 ' f'ttrhjjsihi t'nv J^lhit o^r*i | >lliM in St fit. Tho rllV^lopHi;; IWtJllH’nilOrt 

liiiv* Ink’ll iojmovimI ITiiiti mu' <11 the s]k oiniriis. JVjUnnil si/,r, 











AND A liAJKACIIiAX 


W\i i k At'si kai.iax ki:rni.i:s 




l.y .Mr. #1. I’. Kelly, of Alonarlti, is illnsl ruled in llir accompanying photograph 
H‘ig. n). ,\ 11 1 only is 11 1 <* body while and I lie eyes pink, Inn I lie longue, wliieli 
is tKiniiiill \ hlue, and inside ul' I In 1 lumilli mv also pink. there being every where 
;m ej|| ire absence id' pigment. The pineiil ;ire;i is elenrly defined, and is well 
shown in I lie photograph: it is covered with aholll nine small senles, 


This lizard is viviparous, and Mcd'oy’s slaleiueiil (-) llial il prodnees lull 
a single yonlig al a liirlli has boon freely copied. Aeeidenls will Imppeii. even in 
I lie rept ile world, and il is not impossible llial on occasion one ovum only maj 
lie I'erlnized: iii.v experience is < lull l wo young are produced, and 11 id photograph 
dig. Il) shows i lie I wo well-developed I'ool uses within I he body of i lie mother, In 
one (lie membranes have been removed lo show the markings, ourval lire of the 
bod\, and the position of (he imb.s,. etc. 


Lucas and Lc SouiT ( :! ) slate llial 1 lie Shingle-hack Inis a ••real repnlal ion as 
an in vet oral e enemy of snakes. No specific instances are recorded, and I fancy 
llial I lie reputation is as little deserved as is llial of snakes swallowing (heir 
young'. This lizard is assuredly largely a vogciariau. and i lie her rifts of t In- 
unlive enrranl (Lrpinum'in) are often found in its. stomach; it also cals mad 
slouls. In caplivilv if readily feeds and thrives on hummus and other frnii, and 
eats snails (ptile freely. That I lie lizard falls a vielim to snakes I know, for I 
have myself taken an example from the stomach of a python, which, of course, 
would have no diliicully in picking up the must sluggish of lizards, and of which 
Mr. A. <1. Kolam (') writes: “Il iiiom's along at almost a snail's or tortoise's 
pace, and cmisciiiieiilly has grclil diflicidiy in gelling mil of anyoim’s way, 
pariieiilarly if il is crossing a Irnck upon which vehicles i uu.” 

Aim Imr enenn is nl mure reeeut origin. 'I’hc large, l.riaugnlar head, 
suddenly eonlracled lo I he lleek, was developed before llie days of vire-nel I ing. 
tin* iul rodnel inn of which is rcsponsihlc for a propmiion of fatalities among I lit* 
Sliingle-hacks. The lizard slaris oil' lo climb the rabbit-proof netting, and appar- 
eul ly tesls I lie spaces as it ascends. 11 ultimately manages m gel its head through 
olle of I lie meshes, hnl as it can neilher wilhdraw ils head nor pass il s bud\ 
lliloiigh I he mesh, il is doomed to perish miserably. The Itcjirded Jd/.ard 
(Aiujthiliohu ns hnrhiilns) is similarly trapped, and I have on more Ilian one 
occasion rescued specimens from their predicament. 


(^ | MmCmVj rmtl. Zool. \ [ft.. tli'iN xi. 1SS r >, |t, 

( :| ) I.umiik :uhI Lf SmiPf, “ Aoinujln uf Aus'trilin.’* \*. l! U >. 

tfolidii, IMm.* Tr.’Mts-Austl'alkui WiHitU*ri:miL 1 * 
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OPH1DJA. 

BLIND SNAKE, Typhlops australis Gray. 

Fig'. 7. 

Tin* Aust rnlian members of I ho genu* Ttjphlops won* somewhat fully dealt 
with in tlio “ Review of Australian Typhlopidae" ami to tin* present then 



Kii». 7 . Tftfihlopx titisfntfi#. Natural si/**. 


is lii lie to mhl. Three photographs of 7. hitaht rnthttns, a somewhat slender 
form, iieeoinpanieil I lie paper. /’. mistral is is usually of much stonier habit, and 
the illustration | tig. 7) represents an average example of natural si/e. 

WOMA, Aspidites ramsayi Maeleoy. 

Figs. S, !). 

In my eoutrilnition 1o 1 lie nerouut of the .Museum Expedition to StrzeleeUi 
and Cooper ('reeks f"), the Wonia of the Cooper Creek natives was identified 
with the python A.sphlih.s rmnsaiji, and a photograph of a dead speeimen 2,dS.s 
mm. in length, was puhlished. I am now aide to present a pieture of a living 

(*•) Riuv H.A. Mits», i, 1018, p. I t7 /V7t/. 

('*) Waite, Trails. Roy. Soc M S.A.. xli. 1017, |> RW, li^ 1-7, ami pi. xwii, 1i^. :!. 
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i lijj. S). r Thi• simlvt* was ohtciinrd nl ('nnlilln Downs. and was prasanlad 
In Ilia Musmiim U\ IVol -I. D. (inland. 11 wa> phntouTu plind Widal* ndvailla^nOUs 



Uiii*. Living i hi 111It ill’ Ixftulihx >innxufiii 7 I'L In in. n (vu&’tln 

< oim I i) i« »n>, and |Im» pialnrn wall s!)n\\s Ilia avlani and dispos'd ion of Ilia nolonr 
markings. In tin* papnr in*r<• i*r< 41 10 ! Inrnisliad drawings •«! tlm protilo mill 
111)1101* pari id* lilt* hand ol* 11 ms span as, and lliasa an* now snpplamnnl ad l>v an 
IIIlistlni 1 inn nf ilia iiJidiTMtid'aca,. as snail in Ilia rrnanl axnmpla ' fi*r. !)) 


{' j *1. i j>\\ t i s n \v t*l 111 *; i < I <*t , I ijUihfi % . tUUdtUji, N;0lM'll S/j., 
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hy I il 11f 11 ioit than ;i slender shred of 1 issue, S| >ec ill ions arrest ed i n this damagcd 
t'oiidil ion pul ii]> ii most determined fight. and bit savagely ;d auylhing prescnled 
to litem, ll \v<is remarked th.it, long nfler 11 m* head mid fore end were deml. tile 
remaining portion of body mid tilil eoiitinued in vigorous reflex action. 

A subsequent examination of the specimens obtained, indicates tlml they 
eamiot lx* strneturally distinguished from Drutunsui Ir.riilis, bid as lilt* remark¬ 
able eolonrat ion and ornamental ion are alike in all examples seen, and notably 
different, espeeially in (In 1 lower portions, from typical specimens of our common 
llrown Snake, a varietal name, al leasl. may be accorded 1o the < offi 11 1 biy 
Peninsula form. 


Demansia textilis var, inframacula nov. 

Rigs. 10, 1 I. 

Seven small teeth follow lilt' fang. The horizontal diameter of I lit' eye is 
(wire its distance from the month: the rostral is wider than deep, the portion 
visible from above measures two-thirds its distance from the frontal; internasal 
suture about half dial of the prefrontals; frontal slightly broader than either 
supra-ociilar. its breadth three-fifths its length, which is equal to its distance 



Pijm. 11. IWIiou oL’ ventral scales of licnuumui Ir.rlili. ,s var. iiifittiiiiU'iilii. (The lira whiff is 
somewhat (liagrammal ie, for the lower lateral scales are not visihlc in a vent ml view, 
the smites extending; tlie entire width of the body.) 


from the end of the snout; parictnls very large, as long as their distance from 
Ihe costro-nasal suture: their suture equal to tile length of the frontal; nasal 
entire in short contact with Ihe single large preoeitlar; two post oculars in contact 
with tin 1 parietal; temporals 1 -j--. Six upper labials, first two in contact with the 
nasal, third and fourth mitering Ihe eve. sixth the largest. Mental triangular 
Seven lower labials, tin* first broadly in contact with its fellow and excluded 
from the third labial, the first third, and fourth broadly, the second barely, in 
contact with the anterior chin shield, ihe suture of which is shorter than that 
of I In' tirsl labial hid longer than that of the post erior chin shield, the I nf ureal ion 
of Ihe latter pair occupied hy a single scab'. 
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Seales in 17 mws round the middle of 11 ii % body, round (In* nock; veiilrals 
Pit). 1'(»riniiiff <i siijili( rounded rid}?c alon** 1 each side; mml divided; sidiraiukds 
in til' pairs, nil divided. 

('oluttrx. Worn* umber brown above, blnck patches on I lie head, I lie scales 
on llie upper pari of (he body and 1;iiI interspersed with isolated Idnck scab's, 
which an 4 massed mi llie veridical line, Idrnunvr a double row, or, in purls, a 
single row only. Idle veiilrals above llie sli<rhl angularity are paler limn ike 
upper surface, (heir median portion is dark **Tcy; on the (hmal and lore pari 
of the body', Ihejuvey uiroinid eolonr is largely obscured willi black. which, furl her 
bank* divides, forming* on each smite two black patches, usually separated on llie 
median linens illusl rated in lie:. II. i'll** emnlil ion of lie* markings is coiilimied 
under I hi* tail, bill filler llie lirsl inch they again become median. 

Total leiijrlh. l.thVi mm.: lad. IbO mm. 

In a seeoml speeimeu. SHU) mill, in hmglh. in which Ibe lad is Hit) mm.. I hen* 
are Mrs ventral seul.es. and 1 lie siiheamlnls arc in ds pairs. 

‘I be uni ami liar appearance of (Ids snake. eoii| »|ed willi 1 lie ei nut installer | ha I 
all specimens seen were identical in eolonrnl inn. siijested (bal il was a species 
IuIImtIo nndcscribed. As t however, Il exhibits no external structure dilVering* 
I I'oiu D l(,rtHis , il is regarded ; is a inelaiiotie variation developed locally under 
a!most insular conditions, 

Albinism appears to be rare in snakes, though a cobra and others have 
tarnished examples. Melanism, on tin* other hand, is not uneoinnion, at least in 
* su ine of our species. Examples of our common Pluck Snake (J*S( inlfchis porplujy}- 
<"'«*)< normally disriiiguislied bv its elmraWn-isI ie red belly, fire not iid'mpieiil ly 
J’mmd. in vdiicli the red is replaced by dark grey. Oh Eyre Peninsula, find mi 
ilm southern portions of Ibis Stab*, melanotic varieties of the Tiger Snake 
(yoh'cftis .sn(hthr.s) are frequent ly met with, while mi Franklin Island. Kangaroo 
Island, and in lasmauia Ibis is llie doniinani form. Mr. Kingitnrii lias disliu- 
islied specimens from Kangaroo Island by the varietal naiim .V. srnlahts 
\*\v. Htffpf ( 1 ). A melanotic variety id /). h\rlth,< is now added and, though so 
apparently distinct, llie black markings of the vciilrnl scutes may be correlated 
willi (be smaller pale red or brown spots so often .seen in the lb-own Snake, 
especially in young examples. Melanism on the dorsal surface is expressed in 
the blackening ot‘ cerium scales, more particularly of those on cn* near the 
vertebral line. 


\ T ) Kiuglmi-ii, life. Ausl. Ahi.s., .viH, 101*1, 


I l"> T pi. sssi, llg. a s, • ifill x’rv, 101*4, p. 1U5, 
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BLACK NAPED SNAKE, Denisonia gouldii (tray. 

Figs. 12. 13. 

Though Flimlors Islnml. in 1 ho \iiyts’ AivhipeUigo, lias bemi sevcKil linn's 
visited by cnllnelors. no snaki* lias liitharln been m-nnlfd thereiTnui. 

In Mnrrli Iasi. limvcvtT. 11n* omission was min'dicd by 11n* agency of Mr. 
W. S, liaseonili, who brought 1o ihc Mnsnmi a small snake, taken on Flinders 
Island, and the only specimen lie Inis seen there. 



Fig, 12* Ih itisnutu (nlvrii on Hurlers I:s];iihL Natural size, 

II proven to hr* an example of fh nisonia tjmihlii , Ihe colour markings being 
typical of Soul 1 1 Australian examples, in which the anterior half of each scale 
on ihc hack and sides block* In Ihc Flinders Island example the three median 
dorsal sc;ih*s ore entirely block, so that o black vertebral line arises from tin* 
chcirarleristie hood, and is continued along the whole length of tin' body; on llie 
toil tin* line is confined to one seole in width, then 1 being only four scales around 
its hinder part, and the terminal scale is twice as long os the others, and 
undivided, like a fertile of o walking-stick. 

A photograph of the specimen is shown in fig. 12, and drawings of the head 
scales in fig. 13. 

In connection with lire name Xuvts* Archipelago, used olmve. opportunity 
may here he taken in correct an error in o former paper of mine ( s ). In dealing 


( H ) Waite, Tv/iiih. Kov. Xcm\, k..\., \lvii, HUM, j■. I*J7. 
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swimming, mimin visible for days, I ho swish of the legs disl orbing (|jc-* surface 
layer of extremely line mud. An attempt lo wade the swamp results in mu* 
sinking lo llie knee, and xomelimes deeper, in the freaelierous mud. 

The frogs appear lo enjoy a quiet basic in I lie warm waler, squalling on the 
mnd willi Iheir heads above the .surface; when disturbed lliey plunge into Hie 
soft mud and disappear from sigld, Inil a sudden dash willi the edge of the net 
lo a depth of five or six inches will generally secure lliem. 

Leeches abound in the water, and every i'rog f saw had several of those 
annelids attached lo it, Hairing frogs, being unable to rid lliem,selves of the 
temporary parasites, had, lilorally, scores of leeelms attached to their bodies, 
like so many si reamers. 

If 1 lie swamps were visited in the posl-breeding season of the frogs, there 
is little doubt that beetles would lie found attached to the tadpoles also, as in 
tin 1 case of larvae seen elsewhere. 


Addendum, 

After writing I lie foregoing I received, by courtesy of Miss Procter, her 
paper on liv ing,' snakes ('•'), in which she describes and iMust rail's an albino 
example of the Indian Cobra. She writes: “Albino snakes arc excessively rare, 
and, although individuals of various species have been recorded from time to 
time, I cannot lind any reference lo an albino Cobra.’’ My reference to sneli a 
one was culled from two illustrations of an individual published in the Loudon 
‘•Times” (weekly) of September 1. 1!)24, and they obviously relate to the 
.specimen Inter figured by Miss Procter. 


(y) Procter, r.Z.S., 11)21, p. 112“), ]i). 1 



